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Sam

The lola Community Thestre lost more than a kend and board member when
Sam Raines died on lanuary 26. 1985. Wa lest our eacher, our inspiration, our
spark, our big dreamer, our expert [n theater, and a bit of our hearts

It isn't possible fo describe Sam io those who didn't know him because you
tan'l caplure such vitality with mere words; and yelt words were his tool. He
was the consummate actor and the worid we live in was his slage. In the space
of a few minutes he could charm, infurisle, aducale, turn you on, turn you off
and then reduce you to tears af laughter with his wicked wit.

Over the past twenty-flve years many of our productions have shown the
touch of Sam's hand. His were the spedial litlle hits that added the charm, the
atmosphere, the something exira thal ook us & level shove the ordinary amateur
theater. As a direcior, ha challenged actors to reach more deeply info themselves
than they had ever belore dared. As a designer of lights or sets he made us
gee things from a totally new perspective and would go o any lengths to
| achieva the effect he wanted

On stage Sam inspired everyons else io turn & up a nolch. He didn't just play
Fagin in last spring’s "Dliver”; he was Fagin, and he made you want to hold
omin your walist and o check for erawling things. One just had 1o belisve in Sam’s
characiers because thay were so real and so revealing of human nature,

We will miss Sam for these and many other reasons. He challenged us o be
batter in both theater and life than we might otherwise have been. No two people
who jmew Sam Raines will remember him exadly the same way, bul everyone
who knew him will agree he had the courage to be himsall 1t was enough




